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The Yellow Wallpaper
The yellow wallpaper is a short story by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. A lot can be said about the story because it reveals numerous things. The story can be said to be horror, submission in marriage or about gender. However, I think “The Yellow Wallpaper” is about gender. It specifically demonstrates about the roles played by every gender in the 1800s. As revealed in the story, during the 1800s, men were predominantly breadwinners of the family while the women stayed at home taking care of the children. In addition, “The Yellow Wallpaper” is about gender because it shows the inferiority of women to men and the dehumanizing treatment the former suffered in the hands of the latter. As seen in the story, the narrator expresses grief for the unwillingness of her husband who is also a physician to respectfully understand her sickly condition. “John is a physician, and perhaps-(I would not say it to a living soul, of course, but this is dead paper and great relief to my mind) –perhaps that is one reason I do not get well faster. You see, he does not believe I am sick! (Gilman 1)”
I do not like “The Yellow Wallpaper” and its issues about gender. This is because I believe that women are capable of doing great things although in most cultures, they are treated as physically and intellectually lesser. Despite their abilities, women’s roles have been limited by the prejudices. It is clear from the story that the deterioration of Gilman’s mental state is as a result of the frustrations she endures by being a prisoner in her home. Actually, it is clear that if the character was a male, she would not have gone through all that she underwent. Even her own husband used his status in the society as a doctor to against her as she tried to articulate her own illness. “If a physician of high standing, and one's own husband, assures friends and relatives that there is really nothing the matter with one but temporary nervous depression—a slight hysterical tendency—what is one to do? (Gilman 1)”
Question:

The narrator seems to have certain feelings towards her husband. What are the feelings and how is that revealed?
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